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January 15, 2015 

 

Members and Friends, 

 

This past year has resulted in some significant progress for the ECA in promoting improvements in water 

quality in the Cocohatchee Estuary and in the safe navigation of Wiggins Pass.  These accomplishments 

are summarized in this Annual Report and further documented on our website at: 

www.estuaryconservation.org. 

During 2014, more effort was placed on water quality issues by the ECA with the successful completion 

of the oyster reef project with the Boy Scouts and the ECA 2014 Water Quality Report.  Efforts related to 

the safe navigation of Wiggins Pass continued and it is expected that the county will approve and fund a 

maintenance dredge in 2015 to improve the depths in the channel at the mouth of the pass and at the 

intersection of the channel heading south into Turkey Bay.  Our members will continue to be informed 

of progress with these initiatives during 2015. 

In reviewing our financials, you should note that revenues increased 73.3% over 2013, primarily from a 

substantial increase in charitable gifts and grants from individuals, sponsors and partners.  While only 

about 40% of our revenue is attributable to member dues, membership did increase 12% in 2014 and 

we expect to grow membership in 2015 by at least that amount.  The ECA continues to be the 

organization that is focused on very local issues involving the Cocohatchee estuary.   

The ECA is registered as a charity under Section 501(c)(3) if the Internal Revenue Code and most 

contributions made to the ECA are tax-deductible to the donor.  We would encourage you to consider 

making a voluntary contribution to the ECA in 2015.  Full information on making a gift, our charitable 

status and our state registration information are shown on or website. 

The Board of the ECA and other volunteers will continue to work to achieve our goals of significantly 

improving the health of the Cocohatchee estuary for the benefit of property owners in the area and all 

others that use and enjoy these waters. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph A. Moreland, President 
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Protecting Our Estuary  
The Estuary Conservation Association (ECA) is the only local non-profit organization 

dedicated to the conservation of wildlife and natural resources within the Cocohatchee 

estuary.  

This annual report highlights ECA’s recent work to help conserve and restore the estuary. 

ECA encourages local residents, boaters and environmental enthusiasts to join the 

organization as a member. For more details, please read through the enclosed report and 

visit ECA’s website at www.estuaryconservation.org.  

 

2014 ECA Board of Directors and Advisors 

Pictured (Left to right):  Len Crame, Gary Lytton, Mac Hatcher, Alan Ritchie, Kathy Worley, 

Erin Shelton, Darline Hillard, Alan (Butch) Yarusevich, Bill Rowe. Not pictured: Ron Vuy, 

Captain Mark Garcy, Dr. Michael Savarese, Susan Bowles and Joe Moreland. 

 

  

 

http://www.estuaryconservation.org/
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Coastal Forums - 2014  

Helping Educate and Increase Community Awareness through the ECA 

Coastal Forum Series available free to the public. 

    

In partnership with Walmart, Bentley Village, The Halstatt Charitable Foundation and the 

Pelican Isle Yacht Club, ECA hosted the fifth annual series of Coastal Forums and a new Fall 

series hosted at Bentley Village. Featured topics and speakers included: 

Clean Waters in January, with Dr. Mike Bauer from the City of Naples leading a panel of local 

experts on water quality issues and discussions of local examples of successful restoration 

projects designed to improve environmental conditions in our local coastal waters. 

Sharks of Southwest Florida in February, with Dr. Robert Hueter from Mote Marine Lab in 

Sarasota, sharing results of his ongoing research tagging and tracking sharks in local waters.  

Plight of the Pelicans in March, with noted local avian biologist Ted Below sharing results of 

over four decades of field research on brown pelicans.    

Deepwater Horizon: Four Years Later in May, with Gary Lytton, Director of Rookery Bay 

National Estuarine Research Reserve, sharing lessons learned from the nation’s largest oil spill, 

and results of recent research in the Gulf of Mexico on wildlife and environmental conditions 

related to the spill.  

Tagging and Tracking Florida Panthers in November, with wildlife biologist Dennis Giardina 

discussing latest technology and methods used to track the endangered big cat.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Everglades_National_Park_Florida_Panther.jpg
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Restoring Oyster Reefs in the Cocohatchee Estuary  

  
Volunteers from ECA and Boy Scout Troop 2.              Dr. Mike Savarese with Eagle Scout Matt Wright. 

ECA provided funding to Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) scientists to conduct 

investigations of environmental conditions within the Cocohatchee estuary, and to advise on 

site selection for the restoration of oyster reefs.   

The benefits of restoring reefs are well documented, including improved water clarity due to 

filter feeding of living oysters, and providing exceptional refuge for marine animals such as 

stone crabs, shrimp, and inshore fish.  

In May, ECA worked with Matt Wright, an Eagle Scout candidate in Naples, and local Troop 2 of 

the Boy Scouts of America. Matt’s Eagle scout project was to plan, support and sponsor a small-

scale oyster reef restoration project within the Cocohatchee estuary, utilizing FGCU’s research 

results obtained from the prior ECA’s sponsored study described above. 

With help from volunteers from the ECA, Boy Scout Troop #2, Walmart, Naples Marina and 

Excursions, and Pelican Isle Yacht Club, the reef was successfully constructed on May 31, 2014. 

A subsequent inspection showed promising signs of new life on the reef. FGCU will work with 

ECA and partners in 2015 to continue this work supported with funds awarded from the 

Walmart Foundation. 
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Balance Sheet for period ending December 31, 2014 

Cash Accounting Basis 

   

 
2013 2014 

Assets   
 Cash:  $              59,108   $                61,353  

      
 Other Assets and Equipment: 

  Accounts Receivable  $                          -   $                         -  

Boat & Motor  $                 2,700   $                2,700  

Misc. Boat Equipment  $                    500   $                    500  

Table Top Display  $                    475   $                    475  

   Total Other Assets:  $                 3,675   $                3,675  

   
Total Assets  $              62,784   $              65,028  

  
  

Total Liabilities  $                          -   $                         -  

   
Assets less Liabilities  $              62,784   $              65,028  

   
Income Statement for period ending December 31, 2014 

   Revenue 

  Member Dues  $                  8,360   $                  9,380  

Charitable Donations  $                  4,550   $                11,425  

Other  $                     740   $                  2,852  

Total Revenue  $                13,650   $                23,657  

   Expenses 

  Professional Fees  $                13,445   $                17,585  

Event Expenses  $                  1,000   $                          - 

Insurance  $                     918   $                     986  

Marketing/Web Expenses  $                     557   $                  1,247  

Chamber of Commerce Dues  $                          -  $                     260  

Sponsorship - Oyster Reef Project                                    $                           -  $                     253  

Boat Operating Expenses  $                     239   $                     215  

Bank Fees  $                       97   $                       81  

Other (Office Supplies, Postage, etc.)  $                     400   $                  1,023  

   Total Expenses  $                16,656   $                21,650  

   Net Income (Loss)  $                 (3,007)  $                  2,007  
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ECA Adds New Board 

Member 

ECA proudly announces the 

addition of new member Len 

Crame to the Board of Directors. 

 

Len Crame joined the ECA Board in May, following 

a 35 year career in environmental management in 

the petroleum industry. Len received his academic 

training in engineering at Southern Illinois 

University. 

ECA 2014 Board Members: 

Joe Moreland (President)                                       

Alan Ritchie (Vice President)                                       

Kathy Worley (Secretary)                                          

Bill Rowe (Treasurer)                                             

Capt. Mark Garcy,                                                    

Mac Hatcher                                                         

Darline Hillard                                                             

Dr. Michael Savarese                                               

Ron Vuy                                                                     

Alan (Butch) Yarusevich                       

Advisors/Staff:  Gary Lytton, Erin Shelton, Susan 

Bowles 

 

 

 

An Evening with  

Dr. Ellen Prager 

   

Dr. Ellen Prager, nationally recognized 

marine biologist and author 

In partnership with Aqua at Pelican Isle and the 

LaPlaya Beach and Golf Resort, ECA sponsored a 

reception and seminar featuring nationally 

recognized marine scientist and noted author 

Dr. Ellen Prager. The evening event was an 

exclusive invitation only opportunity for ECA’s 

members, the ECA Board of Directors, partners 

and sponsors.  

Dr. Prager shared stories and perspectives from 

her research expeditions, including travels to 

the Galapagos Islands, and serving as a director 

of an undersea lab.  

She has recently published a book entitled “The 

Shark Whisperer” to inspire young adults to 

learn more about the ocean. ECA also raised 

funds at this event through a silent auction to 

help support ongoing ECA projects.    
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 Focusing on the 
Watershed 

 
Improving the Health of Our 
Coastal Waters ECA’s Science and 

Restoration Committee, led by ECA Board 
member Mac Hatcher, initiated a review of 
state and local monitoring results for water 
quality conditions in the Cocohatchee 
estuary and the drainage basin, or 
watershed, of the estuary. ECA has recently 
met with local residents and is working with 
state officials to plan and implement actions 
to reduce pollutants, such as dog waste, into 
the coastal waters from upstream locations. 
For more information, see ECA’s full report 
at www.estuaryconservation.org.   

  

 

Safe Navigation in 

Wiggins Pass 

 
An aerial photo of Wiggins 

Pass and estuary waters to 

the South 

Following the successful dredging of 

Wiggins Pass in 2013 by Collier County’s 

Coastal Zone Management Department, 

ECA continues to work with local 

partners to monitor channel depth and 

navigation conditions in the Pass.  

The ECA also meets with county officials 

on a periodic basis to review any 

changes in the Pass, current location of 

channel markers, and to coordinate 

with local recreational boating interests, 

residents, hotels, and marinas with 

shared interests in the safe navigation 

of the Wiggins Pass inlet.   

For more details of the project, and for 

monthly updates on the navigation 

issues in the Pass conducted by ECA 

volunteers, see 

www.estuaryconservation.org.   

 

 

http://www.estuaryconservation.org/
http://www.estuaryconservation.org/

